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rank that he would naturally have held had he
continued all the while in active service. It must
have given him particular satisfaction now to find
himself once more higher in rank than that same
von Jagersfeld whose promotion had caused the
original trouble.

Save for the bloodless campaign of 1787 in
Holland Bliicher saw no active service until the
coalition wars against the French Revolution. In
the meantime his duties were often of a most sordid
and trivial kind. It was later counted among
the great abuses in the Prussian army that the
head of a regiment or of a squadron was obliged
to eke out his salary by mixing in matters of
a purely commercial nature: to provide shirts,
collars, hair-ribbons, and shoes for his men and
reap what profit he could from the transaction;
to draw emolument, too, from the cleaning of
weapons and repairing of uniforms, from the
fodder and physic of the horses, from the hiring
of recruits and the granting of leave of absence
to the soldiers. Another age was to invent the
word "graft" for such dealings; as yet they were
perfectly^and openly permissible.

In 1793, Bliicher was ordered to join with his
squadron of which he was now colonel, the forces
of Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick. He took part
in a number of sieges and skirmishes which, though
not of great importance in, themselves afforded
excellent training to the future opponent of
Napoleon. In May, 1794, he achieved what he